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Breaking News: BC+ Core Plan Enrollment 
to End Oct. 9 
. 
You are receiving this breaking news update because you are a 
viewer of the "HealthWatch WatchDog." 
 
Madison, WI 
Monday, October 5, 2009 - late afternoon 
 
Department of Health Services Secretary Karen Timberlake 
announced today that the state will suspend BadgerCare Plus Core 
Plan enrollment as of noon on Oct. 9.  No new members will be 
enrolled in the Core Plan after this date.  "The total number of 
applications we have received is greater than the number of slots 
available," Secretary Timberlake's statement said, explaining that the 
program must remain "budget neutral." 

All applications submitted by 12:00 pm on Oct. 9 will still be 
processed, Secretary Timberlake said.  After that, the state will 
create a waiting list and enroll new members as space becomes 
available.  Individuals will not have to pay the $60 fee to get on the 
waiting list. 

Governor Doyle has instructed DHS to develop a low-premium 
coverage option for those on the waiting list, Secretary Timberlake 
said.  DHS plans to present details to the Governor in the coming 
months. 

We will continue to bring you information as it becomes available.  
DHS anticipates a large number of applications over the next few 
days, and anticipates long waits on the phone lines.  
http://access.wisconsin.gov remains the most effective way to apply 
for Core Plan. 

Click here to read Secretary Timberlake's statement.  For more 
information on the decision, including a fact sheet and an FAQ on 
the wait list process, visit the DHS BadgerCare Plus Core Plan 
website.   

Click here to read the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel's coverage by 
reporter Patrick Marley. 
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. 
The "HealthWatch WatchDog" web program is filmed semi-
monthly at the ABC for Health, Inc., studio, opposite the publication 
of the HWW Update. The show features commentary, behind-the-
scenes analysis and discussion of health coverage issues, and policy 
puzzlers to test your knowledge of key issues. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Support Our Efforts! 

You can donate to ABC through our website. Please visit 
www.abcforhealth.org, then click on the button in the lower left-
hand corner of our homepage that says “Make a Donation.” We 
greatly appreciate your generous donations, which go towards 
helping to maintain ABC for Health, Inc. and our many projects, 
including HealthWatch Wisconsin. Thank you!   
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and Campaign Finance Reform" 

To view episodes from Season 
1 of the HealthWatch 
WatchDog, check out the 
archive on the left sidebar of 
the HealthWatch Wisconsin 
Update! 

Visit the HealthWatch 
WatchDog webpage at 
www.healthwatchwisconsin.org. 
Just click on the "HW 
WatchDog" link from the menu 
on the left. 

ABC for Health, Inc. is a 
Wisconsin-based, nonprofit 
public interest law firm 
dedicated to linking children 
and families, particularly those 
with special health care needs, 
to health care benefits and 
services. ABC for Health's 
mission is to provide 
information, advocacy tools, 
legal services, and expert 
support needed to obtain, 
maintain, and finance health 
care coverage and services. 
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