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Register Today - Limited Space Remaining!

“Bienvenidos a BadgerCare Plus: Immigrant
Health Coverage Options Workshops”

Join the staff of ABC for Health on April 9, 15, 21 or 30 as we
spend two hours digging into public benefits options for non-
qualified immigrants, undocumented immigrants with citizen
children, changes in new legislation affecting immigrants with
green cards and more! Included in your registration fee are
English and Spanish advocacy guidebooks, an immigration
glossary, and lunch!

Attention HealthWatch Wisconsin Members: The training
portion of the workshop is FREE for members! The required
registration fee covers your lunch. You must still register for this
event, even if you are a HWW member.

ABC for Health will be in an area near you:

Madison - April 9 (Sponsored by St. Mary's Hospital)
Milwaukee - April 15

Green Bay - April 21

Wisconsin Rapids - April 30

To register online please visit www.healthwatchwisconsin.org. Or,
to view a printable registration form, please click here.

Changes to BC+ Express Enrollment for
Children and Pregnant Women

The following three points explain important changes to Express
Enrollment for children and pregnant women. These changes
appeared in the March 2009 ForwardHealth Update (2009-11),
titled "Changes to Express Enrollment in BadgerCare Plus for
Children and Pregnant Women." They were brought to our
attention by Sarah J. Fraley, Southeast Wisconsin Medicaid Policy
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Courthouse, Room 121, 711 N.
Bridge St., Chippewa Falls.
Contact Rose Marsh at 1-800-
400-3678 or
rmarsh@co.chippewa.wi.us with
questions.

Dane: April 6, 9:00-11:00am.
Campus Community Partnerships,
2300 S. Park St., Ste. 1B,
Madison. Contact Nora Foshager
at (608) 261-6939, ext. 204 or
nfoshager@safetyweb.org with
questions.

Dunn: April 8, 11:45am-1:00pm.
Red Cedar Medical Center
(Education Center), 2321 Stout
Rd., Menomonie. Contact Patrick
Rebman at (715) 233-7309 or
rebman.patrick@mayo.edu with
questions.

Eau Claire: May 7, 12:00-
1:30pm. Luther Hospital
Cafeteria, Dining Room 1, 1221
Whipple St., Eau Claire. Contact
Lou Kelsey at (715) 834-4455 or
Ikelseyefww@sbcglobal.net or Pat
Perkins at (715) 839-4718 or
pat.perkins@co.eau-claire.wi.us
with questions.

Milwaukee: April 8, 10:00am-
12:00pm. Aurora Family Services,
3200 W. Highland Blvd.,
Milwaukee. Contact Kari

Mattson at (414) 449-4777, ext.
145 or
karim@communityadvocates.net
or Tanya Atkinson at (414) 289-
3749 with questions.
Milwaukee CHASE (Children’'s
Health Access for the Special
and Equal): April 16, 11:30am-
1:30pm. ARC of Milwaukee, 7203
W. Center St., Milwaukee.
Contact Brad Holman at (414)
266-3189 or bholman@chw.org
with questions.

Polk: TBA, 10:45am-

12:00pm. Polk County Health
Department, Conference Room A
& B, 100 Polk County Plaza,
Balsam Lake. Contact Mike Rust
at (715) 485-8525 or
miker@co.polk.wi.us with
questions.
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Analyst in the Division of Health Care Access and Accountability
Department of Health Services.

1. More Children Are Now Eligible for Express Enroliment:

The state is broadening the requirements for Express Enroliment
(EE) for children to allow more children to enroll. Effective April 1,
2009, children who meet the following criteria can temporarily
enroll in BadgerCare Plus via EE and receive health care coverage
under BadgerCare Plus while a full application is being processed
by their local county or tribal agency:

e Children younger than age 1 whose family income is at or
below 250 % of the FPL.

e Children ages 1 through 5 whose family income is at or
below 185 % of the FPL.

e Children ages 6 through 18 whose family income is at or
below 150 % of the FPL.

2. One Period of Temporary Enrollment Per Child Per Year:
Effective April 1, 2009, a child is allowed to have only one period
of temporary enroliment in a 12-month period. Therefore, it is
important for children to apply for full BadgerCare Plus coverage
as soon as possible to avoid gaps in health care coverage. The
period of temporary enrollment remains the same. Temporary
enrollment will still run from the date of application to the end of
the following month. However, if an application is submitted to a
local county or tribal agency and enroliment in full BadgerCare
Plus is denied, the temporary enrollment period ends on the same
date BadgerCare Plus enrollment is denied. If an application
submitted to the local county or tribal agency is not processed
before the end of the second month, the local agency will extend
the EE enroliment period by one month.

3. Temporary Express Enroliment Cards:

The eligibility period for Express Enroliment remains

unchanged; people are still eligible until the last day of the month
following the month in which they applied. Children and pregnant
women who are temporarily enrolled in BadgerCare Plus via EE
will receive a temporary card that is valid for 14 days. When the
14 days has expired, members will need to use the ForwardHealth
identification card they receive in the mail for the duration of their
express enrollment period. This identification card replaces the
temporary card, usually within three business days after the EE
application is submitted and approved. To ensure children and
pregnant women receive needed services in a timely manner,
providers should continue to accept the printed paper EE cards for
children and either the printed paper EE card or the beige
identification cards for pregnant women for the dates printed on
the card. Providers may use Wisconsin’s Enrollment Verification
System to verify enrollment for dates after those printed on the
card. Providers are encouraged to keep a photocopy of the card.

Case Tip: "Backdate" Your BC+ Coverage
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Coalitions Under
Development

La Crosse: Contact Lindsey
Schwarz at (608) 785-5841 or
Schwarz.lindsey@co.la-
crosse.wi.us with questions.

Other Meeting
Notices

Town Hall Meeting for
Advocates in Milwaukee- DHS
will be holding a town hall
meeting on April 3, from 1:00-
3:00pm at Aurora Family
Services, 3200 W. Highland St. in
Kim's Room. They are looking for
input from advocates on ways to
make it easier for Milwaukee
County residents to receive
FoodShare, BadgerCare Plus and
Medicaid benefits.

Super Saturday - The Social
Development Commission (SDC)
is hosting this event on April 4 to
help residents with various
programs and services available
to them, including free federal
and state tax prepration and
filing, BadgerCare Plus sign-up,
and other services provided by
the Milwaukee Health
Department. This event will be
held in three locations: 4041 N.
Richards St., 931 W. Madison St.,
and 6848 N. Teutonia Ave. in
Milwaukee. For more information,
please visit www.cr-sdc.org.

Disability Rights Wisconsin:
Milwaukee Office Open House
- April 6, 3:00-6:00pm at 6737 W.
Washington St., Suite 3230 in
Milwaukee. Light refreshments
will be served and there will be
brief remarks at 5:00pm. Please
RSVP by March 26 to
elisec@drwi.org or 414-773-4646.

Senator Russ Feingold
Listening Session - Rock
County: Saturday, April 11, at
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BadgerCare Plus allows individuals who meet a certain set of
financial and non-financial criteria the ability to “backdate” their
coverage. Instead of having their BC+ benefits start in the month
they applied for coverage, backdated coverage for families below
150% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) can cover bills incurred in
the three previous months plus the month the application date is
filed. Individuals might not be aware that they can request
backdated coverage, might not understand what backdated
coverage means, or may not realize they have medical bills or
pharmacy expenses prior to their application month. Luckily, a
request for backdated coverage can be made at any time, and
does not need to be made at the time of application for benefits.
(See the BadgerCare Plus Eligibility Handbook, Ch. 25.8.1:
Backdated Eligibility.) NOTE: A pregnant woman is also eligible for
backdated coverage, unless she would only be eligible for BC+ by
meeting a deductible for any months prior to her application
month.

If an individual has any medical bills in the month the application
is filed or in the three previous months, they can simply call their
medical provider, provide them with their Medicaid ID number,
and ask that the provider bill BC+. In some instances, the
individual may be eligible to receive a refund, up to the amount
already paid to the provider.

EXAMPLE 1: Jim’s household has an income under 150% FPL. Jim
applied for coverage for the family in February, and all family
members were found eligible. At the time of application, Jim did
not request backdated coverage. He later received a bill from his
son’s physician for services provided in January. As long as Jim’s
household income was at or below 150% of the FPL for January, it
is not too late for him to contact his Economic Support worker to
request backdated coverage for that month. Once Jim requests
backdated coverage, he can call his son’s medical provider and ask
that they bill BC+ for the January visit. Similarly, Jim can request
backdated coverage for any bills in December and November, as
long as his household income was below 150% of the FPL for the
month(s) in which the service(s) were provided.

EXAMPLE 2: Joan, a pregnant woman, applied for BC+ on
February 6, 2009, and was found eligible. At the time of
application, Joan did not request backdated coverage. In June,
Joan receives a bill in the mail for a doctor’'s appointment she had
at the end of November 2008. It is not too late for Joan to ask her
caseworker to backdate her eligibility through November. Since,
she meets all non-financial and financial eligibility criteria in the
three months prior to her application, her economic support
worker certifies her for BC+ coverage for November, December,
and January. Joan calls her doctor’s office to ask them to bill BC+
instead of sending the bill to her.

ABC for Health Participates in Cover the
Uninsured Week
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9:45am in the Eager Free Public
Library, 39 West Main Street in
Evansville. For more information
about Sen. Feingold's listening
sessions, please click here.

"Healthy Classrooms:" 2nd
Annual Public Health in
Education Symposium - April
22, 5:30-8:30pm at the Health
Sciences Learning Center, 750
Highland Avenue in Madison. This
event is free and open to the
public, but registration is limited.
For more information and to
register, please click here.

Women's Health Day of
Action - April 28, 9:00am-
3:00pm at the Inn on the Park,
22 S. Carroll St. in Madison. The
Wisconsin Alliance for Women's
Health, Planned Parenthood
Advocates of Wisconsin, and
Raising Women's Voices are
hosting this conference, featuring
information about current
women's health policy issues and
an advocacy training. To register,
please click here.

Law Day 2009: Free Legal
Clinics - May 2, from 10am-2pm
throughout the city of Milwaukee.
The Milwaukee Bar Association is
offering free legal services to the
public at walk-in clinics located at
Forest Home Library, Central
Library, Washington Park Library
and Capital Library. For more
information, please call 414-274-
6768.

Resources

Energy Services, Inc. of Dane
County: The home energy plus
program can help with high
energy costs. To apply for energy
assistance, call (608) 267-8601.
Grants are available, as well as
home weatherization. For those
who are homebound due to
physical disability, a worker will

http://writesendtrack.com/PreviewNewsletter.asp?NI1D=7686
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March 22-28 was Cover the Uninsured Week 2009 and ABC for
Health helped spread the word about the many people throughout
our state and country who go without health insurance. Bobby and
Erin filmed an informative HealthWatch WatchDog episode from
the ABC for Health studio in Madison. View this episode and other
resources below.

e WatchDog Episode (Season 2, Episode 4 - filmed March 26)

e Press release from ABC encouraging advocacy and attention
for the uninsured population in Wisconsin

e Cover the Uninsured Web site

Shelly's Section: Wisconsin Family Health
Survey

In my everyday work as the HealthWatch Wisconsin Update editor,
I talk with interesting people, discover exciting video and web
content, and learn about helpful reminders for complicated
programs. In this section of the Update, | share my findings with
you!

The Department of Health Services has recently updated
information on their Web site discussing poverty status and health
insurance coverage throughout Wisconsin; this information is
based on the results of the Wisconsin Family Health Survey. Single
data pages are available for each county that had enough survey
responses, the five DHS regions, and for the state as a whole.

To view this information, please visit
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/localdata/fhs/index.htm.

NEWS: Health Care in Wisconsin

Use the links below to access recent news on health care and
coverage in Wisconsin:

e Feingold announces stimulus funds for Wisconsin health
centers - Press release from the office of Senator Russ
Feingold, March 27

e Krugman tells Obey: income inequality and healthcare must
be addressed for a sound economy - Press release from the
office of Congressman Dave Obey, March 25

e Counties brace for mental health budget shift - Darryl
Enriquez for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, March 24

e Kind calls for improvements in disability insurance backlog -
Press release from the office of Congressman Ron Kind,
March 24

e EDITORIAL: Yes, private sector can stand between patient
and necessary health care - 7omah Journal, March 23
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visit the home. ESI also provides
emergency after-hours assistance
— just call! Call ESI for more
information on qualifying and
applying.

Kaiser’s Consumer-Directed
Health Care (CDHC)
Resources: A narrated slide
tutorial on principles and different
models of CDHC (click here), its
companion issue module on the
latest research and policy analysis
on CDHC (click here), and the
results of Kaiser’'s Health Poll
Search on CDHC (click here) are
all available from the Kaiser
Family Foundation.

Knowledge Path is a web-
based guide from the Maternal
and Child Health Library at
Georgetown University that points
to current, high-quality resources
on caring for CYSHCN. Separate
sections list resources on specific
aspects of care and development,
such as adolescent transition,
advocacy, financing, and
screening. To access this
resource, please click here.
Wisconsin First Step can help
you find resources for children
birth to 21 with special needs.
Staff are on-hand 24 hours a day
to answer calls and can provide
follow-up and materials on
specific diseases or conditions.
Call (800) 642-7837 with
guestions. Language
interpretation and TTY services
are available. You can also email
wispubhealth@mch-hotlines.org
or visit their website.

Links of Interest

Catalyst Center — A national
center dedicated to improving
health care insurance and
financing for CYSHCN.
www.hdwg.org/

The Commonwealth Fund — A
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NEWS: Health Care and the Federal Budget

Click on the links below to read more about the Obama
administration's budget:

e Obama surrenders his agenda - Byron York for the
Washington Examiner, March 25

e President points to progress on economic efforts - Michael
D. Shear and Scott Wilson for the Washington Post, March
25

NEWS: Health Care & the Economic
Stimulus Package

Follow the links below to access recent news articles on the
economic stimulus and its effects on health care:

e More details given on COBRA subsidies - Victoria Colliver for
the San Francisco Chronicle, March 20

NEWS: Health Care Reform

Follow the links below to access recent news articles on reforming
the health care system:

e Democrats agree on a health plan; now comes the hard
part - Robert Pear for the New York Times, March 31

e Health Reform Dialogue Coalition releases
recommendations for U.S. health care system overhaul -
Kaiser Daily Health Policy Report, March 30

e Healthcare reform vital, U.S. health agency says - Maggie
Fox for Reuters/Boston Globe, March 30

e More support for health-care fix - Ceci Connolly for the
Washington Post, March 28

e Obama favors building on current health plan - 7he
Associated Press/Kansas City Star, March 26

e Sebelius, DeParle discuss health care reform with
Congressional lawmakers - Kaiser Daily Health Policy
Report, March 25

e Baldwin, Price introduce legislation to promote state
innovation in health reform - Press release from the office
of Tammy Baldwin, March 24

e A health plan for all and the concerns it raises - Reed
Abelson for the New York Times, March 24

e Sen. Grassley wary of federal health benefit - Jeffrey Young
for The Hill, March 19

e Health care overhaul cost may reach $1.5 trillion - Ricardo
Alonso-Zaldivar for the Associated Press/Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, March 18

e Team Effort in the House to Overhaul Health Care - Robert
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private foundation working Pear for the New York Times, March 17
toward a high performance health

system. http://www.cmwf.org

Cover the Uninsured Week —

CTUW 2009: March 22-28. NEWS: Health Care Costs & Access
http://covertheuninsuredweek.org ~ Click on the links below to access recent news articles on health
Family Voices— Speaking on care costs and access:

behalf of CYSHCN.

www.familyvoices.org e Senator tackles out-of-network insurance issue - 7he
Kaiser Family Foundation — A Associated Press/USA Today, March 29

non-profit, private operating e Employers getting more strict on health-care eligibility -
foundation focusing on the major Steve Twedt for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, March 25

health care issues facing the
nation. www.kff.org/

Parent to Parent USA — A
national non-profit organization
committed to assuring access and
quality in Parent to Parent
support across the

country. www.p2pusa.org

e Health insurers suggest deal on premiums - Ricardo Alonso-
Zaldivar for the Associated Press/Houston Chronicle, March
24

e In hard times, illegal immigrants lose healthcare - Daniel B.
Wood for the Christian Science Monitor, March 24

e Insurers ease stance on pre-existing conditions - Robert
Pear for the New York Times, March 24

e Workers bear brunt of woes in health care - Ricardo Alonso-
Zaldivar for the Associated Press/Detroit News, March 24

e Groups blast U.S. health care for immigrant detainees -
Jennifer Kay for the Associated Press/Houston Chronicle,

If you have any suggestions on
websites or other resources that

you have found helpful, please March 17 .
send them to Nora Foshager at e Study shows more people go without health coverage as
nfoshager@safetyweb.org. insurance costs outpace income eight-fold - The Robert

Wood Johnson Foundation, March 2009

NEWS: The Uninsured

Previous Issues of the Visit the links below to read recent news articles about the

Update: (in PDF form) uninsured:

March 15 e Walgreen giving free care to jobless and uninsured -
Houston Chronicle/Associated Press, March 31

March 1 e Insurers shun those taking certain meds - John Dorschner

for the Miami Herald, March 28

February 15

February 1 NEWS: Medicaid
January 15 Click on the links below to access recent news articles on
Medicaid:

December 15
e HHS nominee calls for health care fraud crackdown -

December 1 Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar for the Houston
Chronicle/Associated Press, March 31

November 15 e Health Care and Medicaid - Weathering the Recession -
Diane Rowland, Sc.D. for the New England Journal of

November 1 Medicine, March 26

http://writesendtrack.com/PreviewNewsletter.asp?NI1D=7686 4/1/2009
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October 15

All other issues can be viewed on
our website at
www.healthwatchwisconsin.org,
under the "HWW Update"
heading.

HealthWatch WatchDog
Episode Archive:

Season 1:

Episode 1: "Advocacy Strategies"
Episode 2: "HIRSP"

Episode 3: "ACCESS"

Episode 4: "Health Care Reform"
Episode 5: "Birth Cost Recovery"

Episode 6: "The Functional
Screen"

Episode 7: "Back-to-School"

Episode 8: "Duplicative Service
Denials"

Episode 9: "Private Health
Insurance"

Episode 10: "Coalition Building”
Episode 11: "Economic Stimulus"
Episode 12: "COBRA"

Season 2:

Episode 1: "Legislative Reform"
Episode 2: "State of the State"

Episode 3: "Mondry vs. American
Family Insurance"
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Featured Link: Resources for CYSHCN

The Waisman Center recently announced new resources available
on their Web site. The resources include a guidebook with
information regarding the transition to adult health care,
checklists, workbooks and much more. To view these valuable
resources, please visit
http://www.waisman.wisc.edu/wrc/pub.html.

= CKSN Corner-r-

Covering Kids with Special Needs

Mark Your Calendars Now

Seven Excellent Events in 2009!

e WI FACETS Training of Trainers for Transition and
Rehab. Act - These free trainings will be held on April 17,
from 4:30-8:00pm and April 18, from 9:00am-4:00pm at
Options for Independence in Green Bay. They will cover the
transition from school to life, adults services, and other
information. After participating, attendees can receive a $50
stipend for presenting a powerpoint from the training to
10+ people; if two participants co-train, each one will
receive the stipend. To register for a training session,
please contact Sandra McFarland at
smcfarland@wifacets.org or 877-374-0511. Space is limited
to 25 participants and attendance is required at both days
of the seminar. For more information, please contact
Charlotte Price at cprice@wifacets.org or 877-374-4677.

e Medical Home Implementation Teleconference
Series - The American Academy of Pediatrics is hosting a
teleconference series led by national experts. You must
register separately for each conference call and space is
limited; registration opens one month before each
conference date. For more information, please visit
www.medicalhomeinfo.org or email Brenda Amos-Lewis at
blewis@aap.org. The remaining schedule of calls is:

http://writesendtrack.com/PreviewNewsletter.asp?NI1D=7686 4/1/2009
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Episode 4: "Cover the Uninsured
Week 2009"

HealthWatch WatchDog episodes
are now available to everyone
who receives the HealthWatch
Wisconsin Update! Visit the
HealthWatch WatchDog
webpage at

www. healthwatchwisconsin.org.
Just click on "HW WatchDog"
from the menu on the left.

Contact Us

We need your help to develop
content and tips for our bi-weekly
HWW Update. Please let us know
about your ideas, events, or
success stories. Email your
suggestions to
nfoshager@safetyweb.org or call
(800) 585-4222 ext. 204. If you
would like to submit news and
information for future HWW
Updates, please send it to the
attention of Nora Foshager. All
submissions should be limited to
150 words.

HealthWatch Wisconsin

Update Staff

Bobby Peterson
bobbyp@safetyweb.org

Nora Foshager
nfoshager@safetyweb.org

Shelly Flanders
mflanders@safetyweb.org

ABC for Health, Inc. is a
Wisconsin-based, nonprofit public
interest law firm dedicated to
linking children and families,
particularly those with special
health care needs, to health care
benefits and services. ABC for
Health’s mission is to provide

http://writesendtrack.com/PreviewNewsletter.asp?NI1D=7686
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o April 20, 11:00am: Implementing Developmental
Screening in the Medical Home
o May 21, 12:00pm: The Role of the Medical Home in
Family-Centered Early Intervention
o June 24, 11:00am: Incorporating Family Participation
Practices into your Practice and Project
Making Transitions Easier: Autism Training -
This training will be held on Friday, April 24, from 9:00am-
3:00pm at MATC-Madison's Downtown Education Center,
211 N. Carroll St. For more information, please click here to
view a PDF brochure and registration form - space is
limited!
Family Care Training - The Survival Coalition is holding a
training on Family Care in Racine on April 29, from 9:00am-
4:00pm and another evening session from 5:30-7:00pm
at the Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring Street. For more
information, please click here. Contact Fil Clissa at 608-698-
0333 or fil@tds.net with questions.
"There's No Place Like Home™": Circles of Life 2009 -
The 25th anniversary of this conference will be held April
30-May 1 at the Marriott Madison West; the featured
speakers will be Julie and Katie Beckett. Click here to
download a PDF version of the brochure and the
registration form, which is due by March 27. For more
information, visit the 2009 conference site at
www.wifv.org/circle.
Looking Forward: Keeping Families at the Center of
Children's Health Care - Family Voices National
Conference - This event will be held May 3-5, 2009 at the
Marriot Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, D.C. Join with
family leaders, youth leaders, and professional partners to
share information, best practices, and resources on
supporting families of children and youth with special health
care needs and disabilities. For more information and to
register, visit www.familyvoices.org or call 1-888-835-5669.
Welcome to My World: A Spectrum of Perspectives -
ASW 2009 Annual Conference - This event will be held
May 7-9, 2009 at the Kalahari Resort & Convention Center
in Wisconsin Dells. The final registration deadline is April 3.
For more information about the conference and to
download a PDF registration form, please visit
www.asw4autism.org. Questions? Contact Jane Pribek
at jpribek@asw4autism.org or 920-973-4080.
Wisconsin Community on Transition - The next
meeting will be held June 18 at the Madison Area Technical
College Truax Campus, 3550 Anderson Street in Madison,
Room 142 a&b. The topic for this event will be post-
secondary education. To register, please contact Sandy Hall
at sghall@matcmadison.edu. For more information
about the Wisconsin Committee, please visit
www.sharedwork.org and look under Community on
Transition, Wisconsin; you will need to register on the Web
site.
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information, advocacy tools, legal
services, and expert support
needed to obtain, maintain, and
finance health care coverage and
services.

(608)261-6939
info@safetyweb.org

If you know someone who might
be interested, please Forward this
Newsletter >>

subscribed as [EmailAddress]

Edit Profile | Unsubscribe
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Produce your own webcast! Rent the ABC
for Health Studio!

ABC for Health has developed a web casting studio with state of
the art technology to reach a mass audience in the comforts of
their own homes or offices. Agencies and organizations are invited
to rent this studio space. Click here for more information.

Specialized Training Opportunities

Help HealthWatch Wisconsin develop a new web-based training
format for Wisconsin's public health workforce! Click here for more
information.

Support Our Efforts!

You can donate to ABC through our website. Please visit
www.abcforhealth.org, then click on the button in the lower left-
hand corner of our homepage that says “Make a Donation.” We
greatly appreciate your generous donations, which go towards
helping to maintain ABC for Health, Inc. and our many projects,
including HealthWatch Wisconsin. Thank you!

This newsletter was generated using

WriteSendTrack

email marketing made simple

ABC for Health, Inc.
32 N. Bassett St.
Madison, WI 53703-2606 USA
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