
What Governor Walker’s Budget BillWhat Governor Walker’s Budget Bill 
Means for BadgerCare/Medicaid

Governor Walker’s bill takes power over BadgerCare/
Medicaid away from elected officials and gives it to the Department 
of Health Services (DHS). The bill allows the Secretary of the DHS to 
make broad changes to BadgerCare/Medicaid eligibility and services 
behind closed doors, without public comment or legislative review.  

The bill allows DHS to:
• Eliminate certain BadgerCare coverage for adults 

• Limit coverage for certain BadgerCare-eligible infants and pregnant women

• Change current BadgerCare/Medicaid benefits 

• Create different Medicaid/BadgerCare benefit packages for different people 

• Restrict benefits to non-citizens, even those who live here legally 
• Institute more frequent eligibility reviews

• Create more paperwork and red tape for enrollees

• And lots more

These shortsighted decisions will cost us all more money as health 
care costs skyrocket! More uninsured people will be forced to use 
expensive and inappropriate emergency room care, and those costs 
are passed on to everyone else.

These policy decisions need full public and legislative debate and 
should not be made by a political appointee.

Stop this bill nowp
Call the Legislative Hotline: 608-266-9960 or 800-362-9472
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2010 BadgerCare Plus 
Enrollees by County

BayfieldDouglas

Total Enrollment 775,658 *Wisconsin residents 
= 13.7% of Wisconsin’s Total Population
Includes:
408,878 children
218,897 parents & caretakers
18,344 pregnant women
46,984 childless adults
82,555 additional individuals7,276 2,033
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